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W Howard wins best family business award
W Howard Ltd, the North West based manufacturer of primed MDF mouldings, has crowned its 50th year of trading by scooping ‘Family Business of the Year’ in the 2008 Wigan Borough Business Awards hosted by Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce on 14 November at Wigan’s impressive JJB Stadium.

Managing director Jonathan Grant received the award to generous applause at a packed Awards dinner MC’d by Chamber President Miranda Allan and featuring as guest speaker W Howard’s  local MP Andy Burnham, this year appointed Secretary of State for Culture Media & Sport.

W Howard has made a consistent and lasting contribution to the Borough’s economy, growing 20% year on year since 1996 and creating an additional 70 jobs in that time. Its national rather than just regional importance was also cited, being the UK’s only MDF specialist which manufactures and delivers across the country in 5 working days for core mouldings and 7 days for made-to-order products, using its own transport fleet.

“It’s a great pleasure to accept this award as it recognises the achievements of everyone in the business, only made possible by the core family values we hold – values instilled by my late father Alan” said Jonathan Grant. “Thank you on behalf of all our team to the Chamber of Commerce for their ongoing help and to Jackson Stephens for sponsoring the award. The Borough is a great place to do business.”
Besides being presented with its ‘Family Business of the Year’ award by Dianne Brennan, managing partner of Jackson Stephen LLP Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors, Jonathan Grant was centre stage again to present another of the nine awards. W Howard now sponsors the ‘Most Innovative Business’ award, which was won by Tyrrell Systems of Leigh, who integrate building management systems. 

Tyrell Systems best met W Howard’s criteria of using innovation in their products, services and processes to demonstrate a positive and measurable impact on profit, market share and customer service – a point reiterated by guest speaker Andy Burnham.

The Secretary of State stressed the importance of a thriving local economy in difficult economic conditions and the distinct possibility of a new train station at Golborne to ease congestion. He also showed his regional allegiance by bemoaning the ‘disgraceful elimination’ of Laura White from The X Factor and his lifelong love of the Everton badge, far from the ‘indiscretions’ of his Chelsea supporting predecessor David Mellor.

